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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been wonderful to welcome Otters back this term and we hope you all enjoyed the summer break. We have many exciting topics that we will be covering this term, and Otters have already started exploring Monet in art and writing a story from a familiar setting in English. 

Here is the overview for what we will be learning over the coming term. We hope that you find it helpful and informative. If you have any questions about your child’s school life or the curriculum overview, please don’t hesitate to arrange an appointment to speak to us. 

Best wishes, 
Mrs Kayleigh Popplewell and Mr Tom Thorne 

Please ensure your child comes to school with the following named items every day. 
· reading book
· [image: ]water bottle (containing water only please)
· coat 
· packed lunch (if they are not having a hot school dinner)
· spelling log book
· suncream and hat (in good weather) 

Additional items for specific days.
· PE kit – Wednesday and Thursday (black shorts, white t-shirt and trainers)
In the interests of your child’s safety, it is essential that they have correctly fitting, suitable PE shoes. If they don’t, they will not be able to take part in the lesson. Long hair will need to be tied back and earrings removed (or covered). Thank you for your support with this.
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· library book to change on a Wednesday.


	Homework Expectations

	English 

Reading
Please support your child to read regularly (at least 3 times a week) with an adult at home and keep a record in their reading diary.

Remember:
· Children being read to or with continues to have huge benefits even when they can read themselves! 
· Encourage a variety of text types 
· Talk about new vocabulary
· Ask questions to develop comprehension.

Spelling
In Otters’ class, the children will continue to follow the Read Write Inc (RWInc) spelling programme. This is an interactive programme which teaches spelling in a fun and engaging way. 

How can I support my child’s spelling at home? 
Each week, the children will be asked to choose 5 spelling words - which they have found difficult - to learn at home. These words will be written in their spelling log and sent home so that they can be practised and reviewed at home. If your child is able to spell the word correctly (either spelling out loud or by writing it down), please put your initial next to the spelling. Please make sure that your child’s spelling log is in school everyday so that we can keep an eye on the words that your child has learnt at home.
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	Maths
When it comes to times tables, speed and accuracy are important - the more facts your child knows, the easier it is for them to complete harder calculations. We recommend at least 20 minutes of practice on Times Tables Rocks Stars each week. Progress with this will be monitored and celebrated. 
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Otters - Autumn Term 2024
Curriculum Overview - Information for Parents and Carers

 
	Maths 
We will be working on these areas:
· Place value
· Addition
· Subtraction
· Multiplication
· Division
· area
[image: ]
	English 

Writing to entertain
Poetry:
The River
[image: What is a river? | Smart Water Magazine]

Writing to entertain
Story from a familiar setting:
The Library Lion 
[image: Library Lion: Knudsen, Michelle, Hawkes ...]
Writing to inform
A holiday brochure
[image: Sicily: 3 Towns You Have To Visit ...]
               
	Science 

States of matter
[image: States of Matter for Kids: Solids ...]


Sound
[image: Year 4 Sound]

	History and Geography 
The Water cycle 
What is the water cycle?                             
[image: The Water Cycle | Precipitation Education]

Iron Age Hill forts
How does the art and culture from the Iron Age tell us about how they lived? 
   [image: Maiden Castle: An Iron Age hill fort ...]
	Computing 
Connecting computers. During this unit, we will be learning about networks and how computers communicate with one another. 

Stop frame animation. We will be using software to create a short animation. 
[image: Stop Motion Animation: Everything You ...]

	Art and Design 
During our art lessons this term, we will be exploring the world’s rivers and lakes inspired by Claude Monet. 
[image: Monet and the Seine: Impressions of a ...] 

	Design and Technology 
We will be exploring mechanical systems using levers.   
[image: Moving history book - levers and ...]

	
	Music 
Body and tuned percussion: linked to rainforests.  
[image: 91,700+ Music Clipart Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free ...]


	RE
We will be exploring the following questions:
· What do Hindus believe God is like?
· What do Christians learn from the creation story?
[image: See the source image]
	French
The children will learn a selection of the key phonemes to facilitate accurate and authentic pronunciation as part of their language learning experience.
[image: Eiffel tower and French Flag - Free vector clipart images on creazilla.com] 
	RHE
We will be exploring:
· Respecting Ourselves and Others 
· Families and Friendships
· [image: ]Safe Relationships 

	PE
[image: Image result for Hockey Game Cartoon]This term, the children will be learning the skills needed for netball, multi skills, invasion games and dance.  
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